
Good Vibrations  
Antique Vibrator Museum

1620 Polk Street
(at Sacramento Street)

San Francisco, CA 94109
Phone: (415) 345-0400

 
Open seven days a week.

For hours of operation and tour 
information please check our website  
www.antiquevibratormuseum.com

 
For all other store locations please go to 

www.goodvibes.com

Founded in 1977, Good Vibrations has 
been the premier purveyor of quality 
products for sexual health and well-being 
for over 35 years. We have been recognized 
by the State of California and the City of 
San Francisco for our educational work, 
community focus and support of local 
events and activities. Voted Best of the Bay, 
Best in San Francisco and Best of Boston 
by our customers and friends; year after 
year we offer a warm, welcoming, safe and 
friendly atmosphere and superior customer 
service. We invite you to stop by any of our 
retail locations to experience the trusted 
Good Vibrations difference.

About Our Museum & Antique Vibrators

Good Vibrations has been collecting antique vibrators for 
decades. We displayed them in our flagship store to show our 
customers that they were hardly the first generation of women 
to appreciate vibration. Our Antique Vibrator Museum hosts an 
eclectic collection of over 100 vibrators spanning from the late 
1800’s all the way to the modern era. We showcase them in the 

interest of education and to reveal a fascinating hidden history. 
In her book The Technology of Orgasm, researcher Rachel Maines, 
tells the tale of our favorite “socially camouflaged technology.” We 
are indebted to her work!

Designed as a medical tool ideal for treating “hysteria” and other 
“female disorders,” the electric vibrator had its inception in the 
late 19th century. By 1900, dozens of styles of electric vibrators, 
much like the oldest ones in our exhibit, were available to the 
discriminating medical professional. Then promoted as a home 
health aide in women’s magazines and mail order catalogs, vibrator 
ads proffered “health, vigor and beauty.” By the 1920s, doctors 
had abandoned hands-on physical treatments for hysteria in favor 
of psychotherapy. But by then, vibrators were in homes across the 
US and beyond. They had an active commercial life through the 
mid-20th century, at various times marketed as curatives for ills 
ranging from headaches and asthma to “fading beauty,” weight 
loss, and even tuberculosis!

Here at Good Vibrations, however, while acknowledging their 
medicalized history, we laud all vibrators as the superior sex toys 
they are. After all, as a vintage advertisement long ago claimed, 
“almost like a miracle is the miraculous healing force of massage 
when rightly applied.”
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Mfg. Vibra-King Co,  
Oakland, CA

Patent 1934
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Good Vibrations Antique Vibrator Museum
Led by Staff Sexologist & curator Dr. Carol Queen, our 
Antique Vibrator History Tour covers the invention and 
functions of early vibrators and features displays of our 
beautiful vintage collection. Following the tour, guests are 
welcome to browse modern vibrators at Good Vibrations. 
The museum is available to the public seven days a week. 


